The preceding chapters have outlined the idea of the 'two worlds of morality politics' as a theoretical framework for studying conflict definition -including both agenda setting and issue framing -around morality politics. 1 The chapters focused on Western Europe, but in Chapter 9 the idea was expanded to the USA. The case studies have also shown how the idea of conflict definition adds to our understanding of the substantive policy decisions the countries make on morality issues.
Generally, we find broad support for the idea of the two worlds of morality politics, though the developments in the individual countries are always more complex. The Netherlands and Switzerland both have a historical conflict between Christian Democratic and secular parties in their party system and this had led to a politicization of morality issues driven by secular parties. As social secularization forced Christian Democratic parties to develop an 'unsecular profile', secular parties have used morality issues to challenge Christian Democratic parties. In Switzerland, this conflict has played itself out in a political system which, due to direct democracy, also provides political venues for nonparty actors. However, these actors also tend to be structured along a religious versus secular dimension. In Spain, there is no Christian Democratic party, but the Conservative party, Partido Popular (PP), has strong historical ties with the Roman Catholic Church, which the secularization of Spanish society in recent decades has turned into a liability. Due to the profile of the Spanish Conservatives, morality issues have thus been placed within the left-right conflict structuring Spanish politics, and morality issues have been used by the Spanish left to challenge the PP. Finally, in the religious world, the abortion issue has taken long to settle. Once this has happened, the conflict around abortion has spilled over into other morality issues.
In Denmark and the UK, the two countries of our sample representing the secular world, there is no conflict in the party system between religious and unsecular parties and the conflict definition around morality issues is very different from conflict definition in the religious world. Morality issues are not politicized, as parties do not see them as part of their competition. They are treated as non-political issues where party discipline does not apply. The left-right dimension plays some role in these countries, not as the basis for politicization but as a structure for organizing parliamentary decision-making on the issues. In the secular world, there typically has been no political spill-over from abortion to other issues. The abortion issue usually was settled early, with limited political attention. There is generally not much to be learned about the politics of other issues by studying the politics around abortion though there are exceptions like the linkage between the embryology debate and abortion in the UK under Thatcher.
The argument about the two worlds of morality politics and the empirical findings of the preceding chapters raise a series of questions that deserve attention. The first relates to the extension of the logic of the two worlds of morality issues beyond the cases studied in the preceding chapters. The next is how the idea of the two worlds of morality politics contributes to the existing comparative literature on morality issues. As argued above, this literature comes in rather different strands.
One focuses on what separates morality issues from other issues, another concentrates on explaining cross-national policy patterns. Discussing the latter also makes it possible to summarize the findings on policy content and policy decisions in the preceding chapters. Finally, the analysis of conflict definition around morality issues provides a window into a broader debate about religion and politics in Western democracies.
Countries in the religious and secular world
The preceding chapters have focused on a few selected countries as examples of the religious and secular worlds of morality politics. This focus has been necessary to develop the idea of the two worlds of morality politics both theoretically and empirically. This, of course, raises the question of the application of the framework to other countries, especially the question of which countries belong to the religious and secular worlds. In this regard, the criterion for whether countries belong to the religious or the secular world is the existence of a conflict between secular and religiously based parties in the party system. Faith-based parties are typically Christian Democratic parties. This implies that countries
